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The petition of the Indians seemed to prove a sufficient answer
to this. Hence they have now turned round and given out the real
object of the Bill, which is simply this: "We do not want the
Indians any more here. We want the coolies, but they shall remain
slaves here and go back to India as soon as they are free." I
earnestly request your undivided attention to the cause and appeal
to you to use your influence that always has been and is being
used on behalf of the Indians, no matter where situated. The
Indians look up to you as children to the father. Such is really
the feeling here.

A word for myself and I have done. I am yet inexperienced
and young and, therefore, quite liable to make mistakes. The
responsibility undertaken Is quite out of proportion to my ability.
I may mention that I am doing this without any remuneration. So
you will see that I have n6t taken the matter up, which is beyond
my ability, in order to enrich myself at the expense of the Indians.
I am the only available person who can handle the question. You
will, therefore, oblige me very greatly if you will kindly direct
and guide me and make necessary suggestions which shall be receiv-
ed as from a father to his child.

Dadabhai Naoroji : The Grand Old Man of India, pp. 468-9

42.    PETITION TO NATAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL1
DURBAN,
July 6, 1894
TO
THE HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF HONOUR-
ABLE THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF THE COLONY OF NATAL
THE PETITION OF THE UNPERSIGNED INPIANS
RESIDENT IN THE COLONY OF NATAL
HUMBLY SHEWETH THAT:
(1)  Your  Petitioners have    been   appointed   by  the   Indian
community resident in this Colony to approach your Honourable
Council with regard to the "Franchise Law Amendment Bill".
(2)  Your Petitioners regret sincerely that their petition pre-
sented on 4th July,  1894,  through  the Honourable Mr. Camp-
1 This was presented by the Hon. Mr. Campbell to the Legislative Council
of the Natal Parliament on July 6, 1894, on behalf of Hajee Mahomed Hajee
Dada and seven other Indians.